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AN ESSAY 
On the truth or falsehood of the Jewish Religion. | 


From causes not necessary to be specified, 


the prese nt Essay, which ought to have occu-| 


pied a place between the Essay on the Chris- 
tian Religion and that on Spirit, has been 
delayed until now. ’ 
intended to form a connected series. Per- 
haps, if it could ever have been of any worth, 
it may be as valuable out of its proper place 
as in it. 

The Jewish religion professing to have been 
founded by Moses, 
of books comprising what is called the Old 
Testament, for proof of its divine origin.— 
The Christian religion was founded, if we be- 
lieve its advocates, on the Jewish. 
falls, so therefore does the other. It-is there- 
fore important, that we examine the books-en 
which it pretends to be founded, and that we 
see how far those books may be considered 
authentic, and as bearing marks of something 

‘more than human origin. 
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I shall suppose that a 
the return of the Jews from their captivity 
the east, has been attempting to convert to the 
faith of Moses, a Persian Magus, or disciple 
of mivaadat and a Grecian phi ilosopher, of 
the sect of Epicurus. 1] shall mippose that he 
has fe Bs age the 
ment to them, as they are 
and that he is of the sect of the 

«¢ You urge me,” 


re prese nted to us— 
*harisees, 


the glorious sun, for 


antiquity, and the divine origin. We have 
listened patiently to your arguments, and we 
have calmly and dispassionately examined 
your sucre di beoks: We proceed, Midiefone: 
to make known to you the result of our re- 
flection and investigation. 

‘* You presented us, in the first place,” con- 
tinues the Magus, ‘with five books, which 
vou ascribe to your-lawgiver, Moses. You 
have informed us that it was traditional in 
your ration, that Moses was their author. Of 
that fact we have no other evidence. If there 
should be in the books themselves, any inter- 
nal evidence of a later origin, this tradition 
which you aver, will, of course, become null. 


The four Essays were | 


depends upon the series | 


If one! 


Jewish Rabbi, after | 


in| 


Sones of th Ie Old Test ie} 


the Magus would say, ‘to. 
exchange the religion of Zoroaster, and the | 
worship of the eternal principle of fire, and. 
the religion which you} 
profess, and of which you pretend the high | 


incline me to believe. 
cording to your own account of yourselves, 
‘been divided into twelve tribes. 


whole 
(province to read to the people, once m ever) 


‘tales contained 








I shall proceed, therefore, t to examine, as wes 
by ourselves, have already examined, whether 
i there be any port evidence.” 


‘* Permit me to remark,” observed the Epi- 
curean, ‘that it will make no earthly differ- 
ence, if, after al], the books should appear to 
be of that extreme antiquity which you claim 
for them. Even to prove that Moses was their 
author, would prove nothing with regard to 
their truth. Because we know the author of a 
book, it does not prove the authenticity of the 
book. Neither does our belief that part of a 
book is true, induce us to believe the remain- 
der of it, if there be any thing in it strange and 

incredible. For example, we Greeks are well 
‘convinced that Herodotus and Xenophon 
Wrote the books ascribed to them—and we 
also believe much contained in those books to 
be true. Yet, nevertheless, there is much in 
those books, and in every book, which we 
neither do nor can believe. We have learn- 
ed that histories generally are masses of 
mistake, uncertainty and fable—and believing 
this of our own writers, we are no more ready 
to give credit and an unlimited belief to the 
historians and fabulists of other nations. We 
are naturally inclined to.suspect any miracu- 
lous tale in a history—or any pretence to in- 
'spiration, especially when the writer or sup- 
porter of the book might be sup posed to have 
any interest in fabricating or uttering such 
tales. Suppose, then, that we allow Moses to 
‘have been actually the author of these books, 
|-~and suppose, further, that we allow them to 
‘contain much matter of correct traditional 
history. According to the principles which I 
have laid down, I should still have no inclina- 
tion to believe any miraculous story hich I 
might find therein. The history of your na- 
tion, and of the books, would still further dis- 
You had always, ac- 


or 
a 


Eleven aiult 
and one tribe had the 
and it was their 


neither read or write, 
care of the books; 


year, such passages as suited them. if Mc 
ses, therefore, did even write all the wonderfu! 
in the books, it would r: 
follow that they were true. It is more prob 
ble that he wrote them with a view to future 
effect—that in after time they might, by ther 
antiquity, be considered as tse and 8o mig 
rchy of the priesthood, 


support the oliga 
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was for the interests of the priests that they, without a full consideration of even its most 
should be invented, and therefore they are sus-) illusory defences,” PRromMETHEUS. 
picious. Supposing all that part of those ( Concluded in our next ) 


books which is wonderful, to be false, is it not —- 
plain, that as they were only in the bands of For the Western Examiner. 


the priests, the people could not contradict it,! Gp piIBILITY OF THE CHRISTIAN 
until Japse of time enabled the priests, on the | RELIGION , 

authority of that which was true, to bring for-| We have glaneed’at the history of the A- 
ward that which was false? That Moses pre-| postolic Fathers, or Fathers of the Church, 


tended to be a law-giver possessing divine a"! as they are called, of the first century; and 


pa a tll appeal the | we have seen that, instead of there being any 
Seats litt cnmen eeetenstonn end Ge) reasonable ground on which to rest a belief 
Gaited apatliiates.co dia eons of sae haga | that these alledged personages were really the 
and though we believe that they did actually | defenders and ministers of the Christian reve- 

lation, a proposition set up by ecclesiastical 


i 


exist, a ] 
» and promulgated the laws ascribed tot mythologists, there is not so much as sufficient 


them—sti i rere}. >. 
till that is no proof that they were) ctimony ‘to prove that they ever existed. 


divinely taught. I make no doubt that Zer-| wpe 
. . ; . |The probability is, however, that these men 
dusht wrote the books ascribed to him, and in. lived and wrote, but when they lived, or what 


which my friend so devoutly believes, and yet | ' 
I do not halen in the dixie tnapiettion of his. cey erem, eg hae ere “4 
prophet. Bear in mind, then, that you may | cetmining. # henson jg the a which 
prove that Moses wrote those booke—that| "ich renee err ag is = 
they contain much matter of correct history—| 02° eer ee ees Seen, SD By 
and yet-you prove nothing of that which you! Christian writers, since the earliest days of the 
need to prove, in order to convince me of the| Christian Church to the present time,* should 
wut af your dligion. If. you could show | “2mn_us to be wary of any thing attributed 
‘me that when the books were written, they to them, not sufficiently proven by collateral 
‘were read to the people before whom iat | evidence. But rational criticism claims noth- 
cles were said to have been performed, and | ae — — h _ oe mye ae 4 ~ 
that they received, by the assent of the peo- | Christian — ae ae ee th a sec 
ple, the stamp of truth,—-then, indeed, I should nacmnaling eee ee ee 
gs. 


be fore fev Bs bn a ra? Son 
ed to believe them—but this you do not! Partas. The next in order of time is this 


| 


pretend to assert. But knowing that they aa : 
; ’ | supposed disciple of John, and Bishop of Hi- 
have always been in the care of the priests—| erapolis; we know little of him but from Euse- 


‘that they inculcated, by the influence of hope bius,—whose character for veracity we shall 


and fear, a reveren ‘pri as justi 

na feat revere howe pret 4 Me 'endanor td jc to bana Pe 

that they were inventions oF he so ty Pit, haps the least-to-be-disputed thing said by Eu- 
y priests—and'' sebius of Papias is, that he was ‘a weak and 


that tim i ai ; “ ; . : 
ieee ph weadpahmn ee Anya rt them | silly man;” (Eus Ecc. Hist, lib. 3, ch. 39.) 
Maia divas ian ts shoo « . ae 9 con-'in which opinion several eminent Christian 

wor. Is about fo aAevance— ' writers of later timesconcur. Papias is said to 


to show eb aca ric ae ip have written about A. D. 116. Ifhis writings 
pe ye Cet 4 _ 7 B 9s er een ong, dase! are genuine, he is the first to mention the gos- 
PA ee eee cee NS RS eee Yor! ale by ie —or rather two of them, Mat- 


adduce, could lead mec to believe in the au-\thew and Mark, and two of the Epistles. 


thenticity of the books in question, and the «tog he been a wiser man,” says Lardner 
divine authority of Moses, I should be equal-' «46 pad Jeft us a conformation of many lias 
ty forced to believe the divine authority of) os q » © “ 
Zerdusht and of the religien of the Magi.” a dl 99 Be Peg te - 
CW; . . vee ayy, | wiser man,” !!! Welldone for Lardner! No 
) “4 disputing with my friend,” said | Goubt Eusebius, who openly defended lying, 
an ague, “‘upon the truth of our religion, |or, as he termed it, a system of economia, was 
for Ihave found him to be a sad sceptic, I will! the very pink of wisdom in the estimation of 
proceed to state to you the views which Tiyig weer 
dhave taken of your books, after a considerable | 
examination of them. Although Tamas well) *[ perceive that the forged letter of Dr. Franklin to 


satisfied as my friend, that the arguments by! Thomas Paine, advising the latter not to publish the 
which you attempt to sustain your books, are | “4se of Reason,” (a work which was not commen- 
° : ced until three vears after Franklin’s death, ) occupies a 


; rte 7 hs rv re , ' . 7 
of no use or linporiance, even were they true, conspicious place in the December number of the Uni 
still [ think it better not to reject any doctrine tarian! 
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On the authority of Irenaeus, said to have | as genuine but his dialogue with ‘I'rypho, and 
been the disciple of Papias, we are informed |his Apologies. (Jortin Ecc. Remin. 1-206.) 
that this father believed that the Lord had de-| Of Justin’s claims to our attention as a sensi- 
clared by the mouth of &t. John, that “the/ ble and faithful witness, we may judge from 
days shall come in which vines shall spring} the following brief, but faithful outline of his 
up, each having ten thousand branches, and! character given by Cooper : 
on each branch shall be ten thousand arms,) ‘‘He affirms that prophetic gifte, and extra- 
and on each arm of a branch ten thousand | ordinary powers subsisted in the church in his 
tendrils, and on each tendril ten thousand | time: that the gift of expounding the scriptures 
bunches, and on each bunch ten thousand | was conferred on himself by the special grace 
grapes, and each grape, on being pressed,|of God. He says the affairs of this world 
shall yield forth five and twenty gallons of | could not be carried on but by the means of 
wine; and when any one of the Saints shall | the form of the cross. The sea could not be 
take hold of one of these bunches, another | passed, or the earth tilled without it. That 
shall cry out, ‘1 am a better bunch, take me | the form of a man is that of the cross by the 
and bless the Lord by me,’ &c. &c: (Quoted /erection of his body, the extension of his 


by Taylor, Dieg. p. 305.) farms, and the prejection of his nose. Them 
Upon Papias has been saddled the forgery | he goes on to apply all the sticks and pieces of 
of the Sysituine Verses. | wood mentioned in the old testament, to the 


Quapratus,—said to have lived A. D. 1:9. | cross of Christ.. Of such silly fancies are his 
The testimony of this father, so triumphantly | works” greatly composed, yet does he insist 
brought forward by Paley, depends, after all, | upon their having been divinely suggested to 
upon the mere say-so of Eusebius; it is as fol-| him, and appeals to the Jews whether he could 
lows: B | have acquired otherwise, such a perfect knowl- 

“The works of our Saviour were always | edge.of the scriptures. Yet he was perfectly 
conspicuous, for they were real; both~these | ignorant of Hebrew. He declares that all good 
that were healed, and those who were raised | Christians believe in the millennium, wherein 
from the dead, who were seen, not only when | they are to enjoy all sensual pleasures for a 
they were healed and raised, but for a long} thousand years previous to the general resur- 
time afterwards; not only while he dwelled| rection. A doctrine which he deduces from 
upon this earth, but also after his departure; | the prophets, and from John the apostle, and 
and for a good while after it, in so much that} in which he is followed by all the fathers of 
some of them have reached our times.” ‘the second and third centuries. He asserts 

Now it matters not whether Quadratis|that God made the world, gave the care of it 
wrote the foregoing or not,or whether it maynot| to angels, who fell in love with women, and 
be a part of the economia of Eusebius, certain it |corrupted boys, and spread terror among men. 
is that there are no means of determining from | He professes great regard for the Sybilline 
the extract, as to whom it had allusion,—whe- | books (now known to be spurious) and Hy- 
ther to ‘our saviour” Jesus of Nazareth, or our | taspes; and appeals to them as divinely inspir- 
pagan saviour, sculapius, (See No. 2. pres-'ed writings, and says that by the contrivance 
ent vol.) whose great forte was in raising the of demons, it was made a capital crime to. 
dead and healing the afflicted, or to any other | read tf#m. These forgeries received eurren- 
god or saviour of heathenism. But Christen- | cy from the authority of Justin and. others of 
dom is welcume to all the benefits derived from | the early fathers, He asserts the divine inspi- 
such testimony as that of Quadratus. ‘ration of the Septuagint version. He con- 

Aristipes—A. D. 120: Placed by Eusebius | founded and mistook the Sabine deity Semo- 
among the Apologists of the Christian Reli-!Sanchus with Simon Magus. He is charged 
gion; nothing further, however, is known of by Crowe (Croius) with having forged a pas- 
himas a Christian. sage in Esdras, and accused by Thirlby of the 

Hecestrrvs. Spoken of by Eusebius as/utinost negligence and rashness. He urged 
one of the Apologists. A. D. 130. Five necromancy,as a proof ofthe immortality of the 
Books of history ascribed to this author, aud soul. He declares that demons succeeded in 
claiming to have been translated by St. Am-!exorcising in the name of the God of Abra- 
brose, are pronounced in the Chronography ham, Isaac, and Jacob. . These and other ab- 
of Melnoth Haumor, prefixed to his edition ‘surdities are abundantly proved by extracts 
of Eusebius, to be spurious; supposed to be |and references in Middleton’s Free Enquiry 


the work of St. Ambrose himself. vide Index.) and in Barbeyrac, sur la morale 
Justin Marryr.-—A. D. 110, for, ac- des Peres, chapter 2.” 
cording to some writers, 165.) Of the wri- Oi his testimony in favour of the truth of 


: So » . Py ' ’ sb sta . 
tings ascribed to Justin. none we considered the events recorded nh tire New Pestament, 8o 
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may {one believed, whether those who dwelt under 
remark, Ist,—That he has never meutioned| tents and wandered about in covered wagons, 
the names of the Evangelists, but speaks of) or whether the polished and learned of 
his authorities, generally, as Commentaries or Greece and Rome! Why too shouldst thou, 
Memoirs of the Apostles: 2d. That he quotes) par excellence, be styled the Martyr, when, 
from, as genuine, writings now known to be!if the holy fellowship of Christian writers 
spurious: 3d. That those spurious works con-| since thy time have not been given to a 
tain very much of the same contents, and in| most woful giving of tongue, many of those 
the same language, as those that have been| who went before thee must have suflered in 
since received into the canon of the New Tes-!| like manner to thyself? Justin, Justin, per- 
tament: 4th. That there are no means of dis-| haps thy name had better been striken from 
covering whether he had ever seen, or heard | the scroll of ecclesiastical history! 
of, the four gospels now received by the chris-' 

tian church as canonical. nite 

Justin,was the first of the fathers to assert the | (> EVIDENCES OF CHRISTIANITY, 
divinity ofJesus of Nazareth—or atleastasfar| A J.ecture on the Evidences of the Christian 
as history informs us. In his Apology, address-| Religion will be delivered on Tuesday evening, 
ed to Adrian, bearing date A. D. 141, occurs} Feb. 3, at early candle light, at Mr. Shepard’s 
the following passage: ‘As to the son of God, | School Rooms. Those who may feel interes- 
called Jesus, should we allowshim to be nothing | ted in the important subject of the lecture, are 
more than man, yet the title of the Son of God respectfully invited to attend. 

is very justifiable upon the account of his wis- | Se 

dom, considering you have your Mercury in| = Q°Iciureerairy of MODERN ‘* DEFENDERS 
worship, under the title of the Worp and/or vue rarru.”—It should be a subject of 
Messenger of God:” Again,—‘*We say no| deep regret to those who really have the inter- 
more in this, than what you say of those whom | ests of religion at heart, that editors claiming 
you style the Sons of Jove.” Again,—*Not| to be friendly to the Christian religion, and 
to mention “others, I would’fain know why you | announcing themselves as its defenders, and 
always deify the departed Emperors, . and | knights militant, should stoop to means such 
have a fellow at hand to-make affidavit that! as those now current ainong some of the edi- 
he saw Ceasar mount to heaven from the fu-/ tors of the East, in “putting down” (or rather, 
neral pile.”—I*rom all of which it seems that) ezalting) what they are pleased to term * li- 
Justin thought the gospel story of Christ’s di- centiousness,” i. e. the rejection of Chris- 
vinity just as true, and no more so,‘than the | tianity. Means such as those employed by 
numerous stories of divine personages then in) them, must certainly recoil upon the system 
credit in the heathen world, ‘they pretend to defend. How often have not 

From his Dialogue with T'rypho, the. fol-| Christians occasion to exclaim, * save us from 
lowing is usually cited by Evidence writers,! our friends!” 
notwithstanding the unblushing air of false-| The following ill-advised and malicious 
hood with which itis set forth, and the stamp strictures, are from the Boston Recorder, The 
which it bears upon its very front of having, ‘*Remarks” are those of Mr. Kueeland, editor 
been fabricated.by an ignorant man to impose of the Investigator, and lecturer at the Fede- 
upon a yet more ignorant people:—‘There! ral street Theatre, Boston. 
exists nota people, whether Grecks or barba-| Feperau Srreer Turearre.—The N. E. 
rians, or any other race of men, by whatever, Magazine handles the atheistic proceedings 
appellation or manners they may be distin-|at the Federal street Theatre, with just se- 
guished, however ignorant of arts or agricul-| verity, We would suggest the enquiry, whe- 
ture,—whiether they dwell under tents, or wan-| ther any one can prove the truth of what is 
der about in covered wagons,—among whom | reported, of the doctrinal and practical Lcen- 
prayers are not offered up, in the name of! tiousness of the meetings held there; and ifso, 
the Crucified Jesus, or to the father and Cre-; whether a posse of constables, to lodge the 
ator of alj things.” Oh, Justin! «the holy principal characters in the watch house, is not 
company of the Matyrs curse thee,” for thus! the appropriate remedy, 
depriving.them of thair story of martyrdom,! Remark.—Yes, we say with all our hearts, 
—of their well thumbed ‘wife and sixteen! if any one can preve the truth of what is re- 
children” sort of passport to the sympathies! ported, even ‘of the doctrinal,’ and certainly 
of all good pious christians, who, Niobe like, of the ‘practical licentuausness of the meetings 
could weep themselves to stone, did they only | held there,’ then let the ‘posse of constables’ 
believe that any of the “holy fellowship had! come, no matter how soon, tand lodge the 
} 


suffered death for proelaiming—what every | principal characters inthe wateh house.” Bur 
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are the Editors of the N .E. Magazine, and creation. Atheism will reverse every princi- 
B. Recorder willing to vie characters with the ple of morality and justice,—passion will 
‘principal characters’ who attend the Federal reign supreme, and man’s intellectual part 
Street Theatre? If so, come on: we will give will be content to grovel among the perishing 
you day light and fair play. The character | objects which it acknowledges as its equals. 
of the Federal Street ‘Theatre will stand the |The consequences of sin will be thought to be 
test, and not suffer in comparison with any | confined to this life; and if they can be avoided 
Theatre or even church in this city. But let! here, vice will possess all the rewards and hon- 
them come into court with clean hands if pos- | ors of virtue. ‘The principles upon which so- 
sible, if not we must take them as we find ciety depends for its proper order, and even for 
them.— Investigator. its existence, will be destroyed. Children are 
— |no longer to be dependent upon their parents 
As another instance of vile detraction, and | for education and support. ‘The rights of pri- 
of the wantof principle of the champions of| vate property will be at an end. Marriage 
the christian faith, we would call the attention is no-longer to be binding, even as a civil con- 
of our readers to the following tirade against | tract. The physiological laws which the Cre- 
‘Infidelity,” copied from the organ of fanati- ator has established for the reproduction and 
cism of this city, the “St. Louis Observer,” coftinuance of the human species, are to be 
whither it purports to have been transferred | perverted from their end, and made to minis- 
from the Christian Examiner,” an eastern ter only to the most licentious gratification of 
journal, devoted, as we. understand, to the’ sensual appetites. Murder in one of its foul- 
cause of Unitarianism. ‘Though our pseudo- est and most atrocious forms,—infanticide be- 
reformers seldom lose an opportunity to slan- fore birth, iseven now acknowledged asa priv- 
der each other, they can-umite, it seems, when ilege, a right, andin some instances an obli- 
their cause is in danger, to villify the charac- gation. ‘The most villianous treatise that ever 
ters of infidels, and to misrepresent and Te, secured a continued existence by being come 
about doctrines which they dare not candidly | mitted to print, has been written by a criminal 
examine. inone of our prisons, for the express pur- 
‘The consequences of the general spread | pose of teaching the easiest method by which 
of infidel principles, are well portrayed in the this horrid result may be attained, and is now 
following extract— ‘in the hands of many of the young of both 
‘We would not picture forth in all their) sexes in this city. 
startling colors the legitimate and inevitable! ‘Such are the acknowledged ends which the 
consequences which would ensue, were infidel deluded victims of infidelity have in view.’ 7 
sentiments to gain supreme ascendency inour; Now, tho’ we are free to admit that every one 
land. He who attempts to do this in proper) has the right to publish rug Truru upon all 
colors, will be shocked at the productions of| fitting occasions, whether it militate against 
his own imagination, before he has half com- | any person or party, or not, still we maintain 
pleted the work. We would recommend to’ that it isan abuse of the freedom of the press 
those who are as yet unaware of the conse- —an abuse which should be punished with the 
quences which must assuredly follow the gen-| ‘indignation of every honest mind, thus to ut- 
eral diffusion of the principles of modern infi-| ter to the world falsehoods which the writer 
delity, to peruse the Arzuments of the Com-| must have known to be such. And what must 
monwealth’s Attorney, where they are strong-| we think of the dase hircling who, instead of 
ly and accurately delineated. “Blasphe: ny,’ | accepting an invitation repeatedly tendered to 
says Mr. Parker, “is but one part of the sys- the members of his profession here and else- 
tem. It is but one step, a fatal one indeed, still| where, to meet us in owr own columns on the 
but one step in the road to ruin.” ‘I'he disor- | subject of infidelity, is willing to retail 
ganizing and deadly scenes, which were for a) slanders of the foulest nature, where facts and 
short period.acted upon the comparatively nar-| arguments are called for?—slanders, howev- 
row svil of France, will seatter ruin and des- er, which bear upon their very front the stamp 
pair over our whole continent, if the germs of of falsehood, Did not the panderer of the in- 
that poisonous weed are allowed to grow and famous libel, as well as the projector of it, 
ripen. Though the work of desolation would know, that statements similar to those of Mr. 
be gradual, it “would be none the less certain. | Parker respecting the French Revolution, were 
The first step taken to go on, would be easier | contradicted by the very history of the French 
than to recede. Once let the wholesome res-| nation, itself? Was he so senseless as to sup- 
traints of Christianity be removed by a denial | pose that the real causes which led to that ean- 
of all the truths of revelation, and the Crea-| guinary struggle between the enslaved and 
tor himself will next be blotted out from his their oppressors, were not well understood by, 
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at least, the well-informed of his readers? 
Was he familiar with the history of France 
for the century preceding the revolution, and if 
so, how could he assert in the face of that 
knowledge, that the principles now contended 
for by the mass of those who reject christianity, 
were the cause of the horrid scenes which grew 
out of that event? We will here venture an as- 
sertion which we shall hold ourselves ready to 
prove atany time, and which we would now 
prove were not our paper just going to press, 
—that the French nation, for the century pre- 
ceding the revolution, and up to the hour when 
the enslaved multitude began to throw by their 
fetters, was as religious a nation, strictly speak- 
ing, asany in christendom. But more upon 
this subject in a future number. 

As to the rest of the charges contained in 
the article, we du not think them worthyofcom- 
ment: they arc apiece with the charges remarked 
upon, and are as false as the fact is true, that 
they have emanated from a source whence no- 
thing but falsehood and detraction can be ex- 
pected toemanate. The best answer, perhaps, 
that can be made to all such groundless char- 
ges, ‘is, an appeal to the lives and characters 
of infidels around us. Ifthey are found to 
be less honorable, and less worthy members 
of society than their righteous neighbours, we 
shall be willing to admit that there is some 
truth in the assumption, that the tendency of 
infidel doctrines is evil. Infidels are by no 
means unwilling to vie with Christians in 
polit of moral worth, if necessary. 


—_ 


Vourarre’s Puivosornicat Dictionary. 

We should have notified our readers, long 
since, of the intention of the publisher of the 
Boston Investigator, to republish, in numbers, 
the large Dictionary of M. Voltaire, or as it 
has been appropriately, called, ‘The Free 
Enquirers’ Family Bible,” but from inadver- 
tency, and a press of engagements, we have 
failed, heretofore, to do so. The work when 
completed will forma large octavo volume; 
the cost of which will be but $6, which is $10 
cheaper than the cost of the London edition. 
Orders to be forwarded to J. Q. Adams, 
Boston, Mass. We cheerfully recommend 
the work to all who would wish to substitute 
for a wicked, foolish and obscene book, a 
work of lasting utility and merit. 

(From the Baston Investigator. ) 

{ >” The Philosophical Dictionary of Vol- 
taire, or free Enquirers’ Family Bible, which 
we have now comivenced publishing, is calcu- 
lated to do more, in our opinion, towards es- 


tablishing the principles of Free Enqutrers in | 


this country, than all that has been done, or 
all that is doing besides, put together- It is 


written in a style that is at once pleasing, in- 
teresting and finstructive; and, our enemies 
themselves being judges, far superior to the 
writings of Free, Enquirers of the present day. 
It has never yet been published in America, and 
the price of the London editions, being from 10 
to $16 a copy, has prevented it from being 
extensively or generally read. We shall now 
bring it within the reach of every family in a 
way that the expense will be hardly felt. But 
to do this, we must rely on extensive patron- 
age; as itis a heavy work for us, considering 
our means, as it will cost in all, four to five 
thousand dollars. Our euemies are determi- 
ned to break up, or break down our societies 
if they can; but here is something they cam 
not break down. It will carry the exposure 
of priestcraft, and the principles of Free En- 
quiry into the bosom of every family, ina 
handsome family Brae, written in far less ob- 
jectionable style than the ‘ Hory Bisve,’ as it 
is called. 


INCENDIARIES. 

Four several attempts were made, on one 
evening of last week, to communicate fire to 
stables in this city, all of which, fortunately, 
were discovered in time to prevent much inju- 
ry. Our citizens, generally, should be upon 
the alert. There is evidently a desperate 
band of villains among us, whose sole! object 
is the destruction of property, and if they are 
not promptly ferretted out and brought to jus- 
tice, it will be impossible to conjecture where 
the matter will find an end, or how soon our 
city may notbe laid in ashes. We repeat it, 
it is the duty of every efficient citizen to join 
in some plan of co-operation fur the speedy 
suppression of the evil. 

PuitosopurcaL Lisrary.— No. 5 of the N. 
Y. Philosophical Library, a work of which we 
have before had occasion to speak in terms of 
commendation, contains Tayloi’s “ Syntagma 
of the Evidences of the Christian Religion,” 
for the publication of which, principally, the 
learned author was obliged to undergo an im- 
prisonment of several years io Oakham jail, 
England. The “Syntagma” is well worthy of 
the author of the **Diegesis’’ and the **Devil’s 
pulpit.” A specimen may be seen at our office. 

De. Bercurn.—The Cincinnati Journal 
informs us that at the last meeting of the Cin- 
cinnati Presbytery, the Rey. Joshua L. Wil- 
son, D. D., tabled charges against Dr. Bee- 
cher. It remarks: 

‘*As nearas we can recollect, these charges 
In Dr. Beecher’s views on 








were—l. Heresy. 


‘ free-agency and dependence, in his sermon of 
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those subjects, delivered in Andover, Mass. | gions to understand the week of the creation, 


2. In his views of‘total depravity,’ in the ser-| 
mon aforesaid, and also in his sermon in the | 
National Preacher, ‘on the native character of | 
man.’ 3. The third charge or specification | 


against Dr. Beecher, was his beinga Prrrec- 
TiOoNIsT, in proof of which, a paper, called 
‘The Perfectionist,’ edited in New Haven, 
was appealed to. The 4th. charge was Sian- 
per of the church, in Dr. Beecher’s sermon 
on ‘dependence and free agency? The 5th. 
charge was ‘Hypocrisy in Dr. Beecher’s 


if limited to the Iteral interpretation of the in- 
spired record?—Professor Silliman. 


THE LANGUAGE OF ANIMALS. 

“That animals have each a language of 
their own to one another,” says James Hoes. 
in his sermons, ‘“‘there can be no doubt. I 
know a good deal of their language myself.— 
I know by the voice of the raven, when he has 
discovered one of my flock dead—I know also 
his prelude to the storm and to fine weather. 














adoption of the Confession of Faith? The|The moor fowls callone another from hill to 
above constitute the substance of the charges. /hill. I learnedto imitate their language so 
The whole business was laid over to the regu-! closely, that | could have brought scores of 
lar spring meeting of the Presbytery.—[ Chris. | them within the range of my shot in the mor- 
Watchman. } ining. The black cock has a call, too, which 
brings all his mates around him, but the fe- 
(From the Phila. Liberalist.) | males have nocall. They are aset of subor- 

_THE SYSTEM OF NATURE. dinate things, like the wives of a nabob.— 
Will be published complete in one large | They dare not even inculcate upon the same 
octavo volume, bound in linen, at $1,£0—) hill with theirhaughty lords. But the parwidge 
The System of Nature; or, The Laws of the| and every mountain bird, have a language to 
Moral and Physical World. Translated | each other, and though rather circumscribed, 
from the French of Baren-D’Holbach, usual-| it is perfectly understood, and, as Wordsworth 
ly attributed to M. Mirabaud. ° ....|says, ‘not tome unknown.’ Even the stupid 
The ig 1 om Pare on oat | in the} and silly barn door hen, when the falcon ap- 
apring. hose who wish the book, will please | pears, can, by a single alarm note, make all 
send their orders immediately, as a limited | be chickens hide vs moment. Every hen 
number will be printed. | tells you when she has laid her egg; and lest 
A liberal discount will be allowed to those it should not be wellenough heard or under 
who take a number of copies. stood, the cock exerts the whole power of his 
Address, post paid, lungs in divulging the important secret. The 
JOHN TURNER. _ black-faced ewe, on the approach of a fox or 

No. 1401-2 Market st. Phila. |a dog, utters a whistle through her nostrils, 

The Boston Investigator, Boston, Free En-! which alarms all her comrades, and immedi- 
quirer, and Workingman’s Advocate, New (ately puts them upon the look out. Not one 
York, Western Examiner, 8t Louis, Missou- | of them will take another bite, until they dis- 
ri, will please insert the above. |cover whence the danger is approaching. If 


the dog be with a man, sundry of them utter a 
DAYS OF THE CREATION. 














bleat which I know well, but cannot describe, 
Suppose that there are inhabitants at the; and begin feeding again. If the dog is by 
poles of the earth, how must they understand | himself, they are more afraid of him than any 
the days of creation? To thema day of light; other animal, and then is heard the whistle re- 
is six months long, and a night of darkness | peated through the whole glen. 
six months long, and the day made up of night) . ‘‘But the acuteness of the sheep's ear sur- 
and day covers a year, and it isa day, too, lim- passes all things in nature that I know of.— 
ited by morning and evening. Such persons, | An ewe will distinguish her own lamb’s bieat 
therefore, must suppose, upon the literal un-) among a thousand, all braying at the same 


derstanding of the days of creation, that at! time, and making a noise a thousand times 


least six years were employed upon the work. | louder than the singing of psalms at a Cam- 
So also at the polar circles, there is every year | aronian sacrament in the fields, where thou- 
one day that the:e is one continued vision of sands are congregated—and that is no joke 
the sun for 2£ hours; and one continued night | either. Besides, the distinguishment of veice 
for 2 hours; while every where within the po- ‘is perfectly reciprocal between the ewe and 
lar circles, the day and the nights respectively, the lamb,‘who, amid the deafening sound, ruw 
are for six months,more than 24 hours, exten- | to mect one another. There are few things 
ding even as we advance towards the poles | have ever amused me more than a sheep shear- 
through the time of many of our days and | ing, and the sport continues the whole day. 
nights. Tow are the inhabitants of these re- We putthe flock into the field, send out all the 
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lambs toa hill. gee then send out the ewes te 
them as they are shorn.—'The moment that a 
lamb hears its dam’s voice, it rushes from the 
crowd to meet her, but instead of finding the 
rough, well-clad mamma, which it Jeft an 
hour, or a few hours ago, it meets @ poor, na- 
ked, shivering—a ‘most deplorable looking 
creature. It wheels about, and. uttering a 
loud, tremulous bleat of perfect despair, flies 
from the frightful vision. ‘The mother 





arrests its flight—it returns —files, and returns | 
De- | country to look for a wife, 
ny day, in the 


again, generally forten or a dozen times 
fore the reconcilement-is fi tirly rade up. 


VAHOOISM. 


“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for af such is the ling | 


dom of hearen.’’ —Dis_r. 


One man there was,—and many such you might 
Have seen—who never had a dozen thoughts 

In aij his life, and never changed their course ; 
But told them o'er, each in its ’customed place, 
From morn till night, from youth til hoary age. 
Little above the ox which grazed the field 

Ilis-reason rose: so weak his memory, 
The naine his mother called him by, he scarce 


Remembered ; and his judgment so untaught, 
"That what at evening played 


clothed in robe of fiery hue, 


along the swamp, 
Fantastic, 
He thought the Devil in disguise, 
With quivering heart, and winged footsteps, home. 
The word philosophy he never heard, 

never heard of liberty, 


and fled 


Or science ; 
Necessity, or laws of gravitation : 

And never iad an unbelieving doubt. 
Beyond his native vale he 
Sut thoucht the visual line, 
The world’s extreme ; 
"Phat nightly o'er him led her virgin hos st, 


neveg looked ; 

that girt him round, 
and thought the silver moon, 
No broader than his father’s shield He lived— 
Lived where his father lived—dicd where he died: 
Lived happy, and died happy, and was saved, 
and served his God. 

Polloci:. 


Be not surprized.—THle loved, 


SERMON FOR BACHELORS, 


‘Fhe Hartford Mirror contains a lay-sermon, | 


for the special benefit of the Bachelor's Club, | 


founded on the following text: 

“And they called Rebecca and said unto 
ber, wilt thou go with this m: Many and she said 1 | 
will go.”—Genesis, 2), v. 38. 

In those times, ceretnony, formality, sing- 
ing, and sentiment wer e altogether unknown. 


Rebecca was ase atte girl and jumped atthe | 


first good offer. 
We would have picked out a better text 
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*s voice | { 


being barefooted ; 


i book, he ‘Kissed her, 
| and wept. 


|days of simplicity 
.| been done, particularly in “Good Society.” 


| Ja ee eee 


towren; 


iquirer, City of N. 
| Flint Creel:; 


LN. Monroe, 


lin the 


| Union, are 


Hop 
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preach before the honorable and 


mtv, ViZi— 
“Jacob kissed Rachael.” 
That is something substantial for bachelors 
tosay grace over; the other text was for the 
benefit of Rebecca altogether. 
‘“‘Jacob kissed Rachael, 

And lifted up his voice and wept.” 

How pathetic! ‘The fact is, time and the 
ashions make strange inreads upon poor hu- 
Here was Jacob scouring the 
and ona fine sun- 
valley of Padnaram, he saw 
| her at a distance, drawing water from a well 
and without cere inony ran 
| towards her and in the lang guage of the good 
and lifted up his voice 
We haveno account that Rachael 

; for his rudeness, as in these 
and innocence would have 


venerable 


frate) 


man nature. 


‘boxed his ears 





AGEN TS. 

Missoverr.— Harrison Munday, Clarkesrille, Pike 
Co.; Benj. Means, Palmyra, Marton Co.; R. Dallam, 
Booneville, Cooper Co.; William Cabeen. Chariton, 
Chariton Co.; F. P. De Guine, Prederichtoan, Madi- 
son co.; Wim. Gracy, Commerce, Scott co. 

Inuinors.—Dr. A. 7. Crow, Galena: 
Carrollton, Green Co.; Lewis Masquerier, 
thage, Hancock Co.; E. G. Potter, Lebanon, St. 
co.: Thomas Luttrell, Frandlin, Morgan co. 

Micnican 7'kr.—Stewart McKee, Plattesrille. 

Arxansas Trer.—John H. Reed, Little Rock. 

in Abbot, New Albany; J. G. Dufour, 
Veray; L. Gex, P. M. Nae Harmony; Bantz 
Madison. 4 
Underwood, 


P. J. Hob- 
Cur- 
Clair 


son, 


Pou: 
& Baxter, 
Onto.—Jas. 


Cincinnati; John MWal- 
Ashtabula Co.; Abraham 
Hamilton co.; John Clug- 


stead, P. M., Faglerille, 
Knisley, P. M. Columbia, 
sten, Portsmouth. 
Kexrucky.—Jacob Walter, 
rison, Morrisonville, Trigg ¢o.; 
ton, © ampbell co.; Garritt Meriwether, 
Christian co. 
Mississipri——David Shockney, Vicksburg. 
Vineisia—-Winm. IW. Ward, Leesville, Campbell co.; 
Robt. Hamilton, Leringion; Daniel Murry, Wheeling. 
Pennsy.vanta.—John FL De Prefontaine, German- 
Geo. Phillippy, Myerstown. 
D. Robinson, Editor of Free En- 
": Dr. E. B. Woodworth, P. M. 
Lewis Little. Ifidson; Lyman Wheeler,- 
Jolin FP. Townley, Manchester, Ontario cog 
Aulntrn ; Harman Hardaway, Troy; 


yon, P. M., Naples. 
TERMS. 


The Western Examtsxer is published every Sunday, 
city of St. Louis, at Tio Dollars per annum, 
or Tico Dollars and Fifty Cents, if pay- 


J. J. Mor- 
Coring- 
Grore, 


Fawsrille; 
Andrew Ross, 
Oak 


New Yort.—Ili. 


| Bu falo; 


Col. B. K. Ly 


in advance, 


iment be detayed three months beyond the tmeof sub- 
scribing. 


(IL? The friends of liberal principles throughout the 
respectfully requested to accept the agency 
of this papér, and aid us im procuring: subscribers. 

P Communic: itions, post paid, (unless containing 
| remitt: ances ever &5,) may be addressed to ‘* The Edi 


tors of the Western Examiner, St. Louts, Me.’ 








